
TECHNIQUE: Diligent Studying
Diligent studying is a favorite technique of  Harvard students, which at first 
glance might be a turn off  because Harvard is an overrated school which you 
did not even bother applying to and you have absolutely no complex about the 
fact that those people will be running the country in the future while you sit 
in your ranch house out on SE 140th or whatever surrounded byquirky vin-
tage lamps and wondering “Whatever happened to my dreams?”  Still, diligent 
studying is the most basic of  techniques, so it would be a good idea to at least 
become acquainted with it.

INSTRUCTIONS
1)    wait until the night before the test
2)    take amphetamines (see “Amphetamines”)
3)    study diligently

TECHNIQUE: Flashcards
Like amphetamines, flashcards are powerful weapons in the fight against poor 
grade performance.  The flashcard is knowledge distilled to its college-ruled, 
3x5 essence:  Knowledge on the front and a different, longer knowledge on the 
back.  Legend speaks of  the nameless chemistry major who relied so heavily on 
flashcards that she could not even eat a pancake without flipping it over to see 
if  the recipe was written on the back.  A number of  accessories may be helpful, 
such as multi-colored pens and special boxes in which to hold your flashcards; 
but these are optional and make you look like a douchebag.

INSTRUCTIONS:
1)    buy three hundred flashcards
2)    write knowledge on the front and longer knowledge on the back of  each 
card
3)    hurl these cards at your opponents during the exam.  Hopefully you will 
cut them.

TECHINQUE: Amphetamines
A modern classic.  Let’s say you forgot to study for the last three weeks because 
you were too busy doing amphetamines and staying up until five AM.  What to 
do?  Just look in the mirror, which is on the table and covered with crushed-up 
Amphetamines!  That’s right: Amphetamines have made a big splash here at 
Reed since being introduced by the long-haul truckers and airforce pilots who 
lived in the SU in the 80s.

INSTRUCTIONS:
1) Wallow in a pool of  your own drug-laced privilege until the day of  the test
2) take amphetamines
3) study diligently (see “Diligent Studying”)
4) EARN MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF MONEY UPON SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF DEGREE

TECHNIQUE: Rising Phoenix
Little known fact:  Benjamin Franklin originally proposed the phoenix as the 
symbol of  our nation.  The first draft of  the national seal depicted a shirtless 
George Washington wrestling a flaming phoenix with the face of  King George 
III at the edge of  a towering cliff  (what is today the site of  Mount Rushmore).  
When the Founding Father’s attempted to stamp the Declaration of  Indepen-
dence with the seal, however, it caught on fire.  Recapture the elemental power of  
the Phoenix by applying this studying technique.

INSTRUCTIONS:
1)    gather your class in a small room the day before the test
2)    burn them badly with a flamethrower

Hey kids.  It’s me, Roger Thorpe, class of  ’87.  You might have seen me around.  
I’ve spent most of  my weekends since graduation in the poole halle, doing what I 
like to call “creeping out.”  Finals week is coming, and you’re stressed out, right?  
You don’t know shit about finals week!  Back at OLDE REEDE we used to call 
finals week “The Widowmaker” because of  how many students died and because 
everyone was married.  Don’t believe me?   Listen to these REAL, firsthand ac-
counts of  how crazy shite usede to be at OLDE REEDE.

The final for Olde Reede Hume 110e my freshman year went like this: they sat 
you in a room, strapped you into the rack and dripped water on your forehead for 
48 hours while playing a 20 minute cassette sermon by Jerry Falwell on repeat.  
After all this, you had to pin the tail on a cardboard cutout of  Lucius from The 
Golden Ass with a blindfold on.   I fucking ACED it.

My sophomore year biology final was the toughest one the department has ever 
made.  We had to sneak into a clinic for the mentally disabled in Sellwood at night 
and sterilize the patients so they couldn’t reproduce.  This was back when eugen-
ics was all the rage, but what we did was still illegal.  Most of  my classmates were 
arrested, but I TOTALLY sterilized like 4 retards.  Thanks to me, they didn’t end 
up ruling the streets after all.

For my junior year Astronomy course final, we had to climb aboard the Space 
Shuttle Challenger to chart the stars from space.   I accidentally slept in because I 
kept getting prank calls on my rotary phone the night before.  I think it was one 
of  the retards I had sterilized my sophomore year.  He never got over that.  After 
the shuttle crashed and everyone on board was killed, I was the only one who 
survived and inadvertently aced the test because it was graded on a curve.

You guys call those puny little snot rags you have to write these days ‘Theses’?  
Back in my day, a Thesis had to be 1200 pages long with a mandatory 300 page 
abstract poem that synthesized the piece as a whole.  And we also had to write 
it in blood (not your own) on pieces of  paper you had to make yourself.  I spent 
most of  my senior year breaking into bloodbanks and paper mills.  Even still, I 
totally rocked that fucking thing, no problem.

But all of  these finals pale in comparison to my last final for LifeSkills 101 in my 
senior year.  I took the class in hopes of  getting an easy A, but boy was I wrong. 
On the last day of  finals week, my last test at Reed College, the final was just a 
piece of  paper that said “Live Your Life.”  The teacher said I wouldn’t get a grade 
until I died.  All of  my life, after that point, has been trying to work on this test. 
But I’m not worried, because I’m ACING it! 
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CAMPUS ANNOUNCEMENTS
* The library is hosting a laptop theft sting on Thursday. If  you see a bunch of  
laptops sitting around unguarded, don’t steal them because they’re just there as 
bait to catch criminals. 
* A giant magnetic wave will be washing over the campus at 4AM Wednesday 
morning, erasing all computer data.  The administration apologizes for any incon-
venience.
* Midnight breakfast will be taking place again on Thursday at 10PM.  That’s why 
it’s called Midnight Breakfast.
* Stim Table has announced a new finals week theme song: “Candle in the Wind” 
by Elton John.
* If  you plan on sleeping in the library during finals week, be sure to wear some 
decent clothes.  We don’t want a repeat of  last year, when a number of  students 
were mistook for homeless people and thrown into a local homeless detention  
center, thereby missing their finals.
* There will be a pre-planned wake on December 16th for the 3 or 4 students who 
die every year during finals week.  This year, it just might be in your honor!


