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Where were you one hundred years ago today?  

ANN-DERRICK GAILLOT: Not born yet.
HAILEY JONES: Not born yet.
ALEXA ROSS: Leaving home for the first time to go fight in the Italo-Turkish War.
JEFFREY BLUM: Not born yet.
BEN STEPHENS: Not born yet.

By A-DG

JUDAH MACCABEE 

CSO reports indicate that this year’s freshman 
class is the most jarring to the Reed College 
community yet. While in most years freshman 
have arrived on campus bright, shiny, sexually 
frustrated and ready to learn, the optimistic 
sheen of  these early days often wears off  by 
the third week. The class of  2015, however, 
has proven more resilient in their happiness. 
Instead of  ditching their new American Apparel 
ensembles for flannel shirts and pajama pants 
this class continues to parade their stylish back to 
school fashions even into the end of  September. 
Freshmen are wreaking havoc all over campus 
as they travel in large, good-humored groups 
and are generally pleasant to everyone they pass, and upperclassmen have definitely taken 
note. In the past week CSOs have received approximately 35 different reports of  unwanted, 
new student pleasantness and willingness to interact with other humans. One student, who 
preferred to remain anonymous, was particularly upset.

“So I’m just sitting in front of  the library smoking a cigarette, right? Scowling, as I usually 
do, to ward off  potential friends, and then this one kid I’ve never even seen before just 
walks by and smiles at me and keeps on going. And I’m like, ok what the hell was that? So 
I keep scowling, right? And it happens again! And again, and again. And then some sort of  
Intro Bio class must have let out or something because I was completely overcome by a mob 
of  smiling, laughing, easy going people. It was ridiculous! I was like, can’t you see I’m trying 
to be miserable over here?”

The student then went on to bore the reporter with a long list of  what homework was due 
when. Experts sitting outside of  the Paradox speculate that the increase in good humor on 
campus is due to the extraordinary weather Portland’s been having for the past few weeks.

“These freshmen think it’s all sunshine and colorful moths,” said one pompous, nicotine-
addicted English major, “They’ll see soon. The spiders will grow fatter and the air will grow 
colder. They’ll soon be frostburnt by the cold gale of  academic torture.”

But much to the dismay of  many returning students, the good weather continues to hold up.
But this one annoyingly morose student is not alone. A coalition of  Olde Reedies is 
demanding a return to the cynicism and blase attitude that once characterized the student 
body.

“We’re sick of  the good attitude and this stupid good weather. What we need is 
ANARCHY! Followed by a long, tedious discussion involving the entire student body about 
what anarchy really means and how it applies to Reed and how that makes each individual 
student, blah blah and so on” said the leader of  Reedies for Sadness, Lucas Nogoodnik. “In 
an effort to devitalize the student body we will be holding an anti-pep rally where everyone 
is encouraged to not show up and instead sulk in their rooms alone and smoke.”

Time will tell whether Nogoodnik’s campaign will have a substantial effect on the student 
body, but his hopes are high.

“I’m optimistic we can get these freshmen moping and whining in no time. Oh no. 
Optimism! It’s got me, too! Time for a couple hours in the library basement.”

By HJ

“Mel Gibson, the actor and director whose comments 
about Jews have drawn charges of  anti-Semitism, is 
working on a movie about the life of  Judah Maccabee, 
the Israelite warrior whose victory over the Greek and 
Syrian forces is celebrated during Hanukkah.”

 -The NY Times

(Judah is addressing the Jewish soldiers right before the climactic 
battle with the Roman army)
Judah Maccabee: Jews!  We are here in defiance of  
tyranny.  We’ve come to fight as free men, as the free 
men that we are.  And what will you do with that 
freedom?  Will you fight?
Soldier #1:  Fight?  Against the Romans?  They are 
too many.  No!  We will run and we will live.
Judah Maccabee: Yes, fight and you may die.  Run, and 

you’ll live… at least a while.  And dying in your beds, many years from now, would you be 
willing to trade ALL the days, from this day to that, for one chance, just one chance, to come 
back here and tell our enemies that they may take our lives, they may put a pagan statuary in 
our temple, but the will never take…  OUR FREEDOM!
(The crowd of  soldiers cheers and claps, cut to the face of  the soldier who wanted to run away, he too is clap-
ping, won over by the eloquence of  Judah’s speech)
Judah Maccabee: The Jews shall prevail!!!
Army (in unison): The Jews shall prevail!!!
Judah Maccabee: But first, something just as  important.  You know that Samaritan who lives 
down the road, the one you are all pissed at?  We should totally forgive him.
Soldier #1: Why?
Judah Maccabee: I just know deep down he’s a good guy.  C’mon you guys.
Soldier #2: He told me us Jews were responsible for all the wars.
Soldier #3: I heard he beat up his girlfriend.
Judah Maccabee:  No, no, he just had too much wine that night, I know in my heart that he 
likes the Jews, and Oksana was totally asking for it.  It would mean a lot if  we forgave him.
Soldier #1: Can we do this later?  We’re about to go fight the Roman army; we should be 
focusing on the battle.
Judah Maccabee:  Right, the Romans.  Of  course I’m focused on the Romans.  The two 
most important things for the Jews right now are defeating the Romans and making sure we 
forgive people for stuff  the said while they were drunk that they totally didn’t mean.
Soldier #2:  Is forgiving him really as important as defeating the Romans?  If  we lose to the 
Romans we’ll die.
Judah Maccabee: If  anything it’s more important!  It’s like it says in Leviticus: “if  a man shalt 
say hateful things about the Israelites he hast committed a grave sin, but if  a man shalt say 
such things whilst drinking and afterwards says sorry and is totally sincere than thou shalt 
forgive him and not beith a dick about it.”
Soldier #1: Leviticus doesn’t say that…
Judah Maccabee: Well it should!  If  we don’t forgive that Samaritan then we are no better 
than the Romans we are fighting!
Soldier #2: I guess you are right...
Soldier #3: Yeah, I get it now, we should all forgive him.
Soldier #2: When you really think about it, if  anything we should be asking him for forgive-
ness for the way we treated him.
Soldier #1: yeah... And when this war is over we should help that Samaritan get A-list acting 
work again.
Judah Maccabee: We will defeat the Romans!
Army: We will defeat the Romans!
Judah Maccabee: And we will forgive people who said some stuff  they totally didn’t mean!
Army: And we will forgive people who said some stuff  they totally didn’t mean!
Judah Maccabee: The Jews shall prevail!
(The army rushes forward screaming to meet the Romans on the battlefield and the scene ends)

CLASS OF 2015 MOST 
UNNERVING YET

ODE TO THE HOT COMMONS 
WORKER

Step into the commons to purchase some soup
It looks pretty hot, and Hey! So are you!

You’re dreamy and tall with beautiful eyes
First days of  school - oh what a surprise!

Short hair and glasses, you get the job done
Of  all the nice asses, you’ve got the best one

First time I saw you in those tight classy pants
I knew I was ready to start a romance

Leo’s the best astrological sign
Oh fierce little lion, why can’t you be mine?

You make me see food service as sexy and naughty
I want you to pour aioli all over my body

When you first grabbed my noodles you know my mouth watered
The way you swipe my card’s got me all hot and bothered

Did I mention your pants? They’re very adorning
I wanna see you put them back on in the morning

I’ll handle your junk like you handle my plastic
I’ve practiced with George, my grip is fantastic.
Are you getting the message?  I like you a lot
I want you to put your card through my slot

I know that this story’s a real tear jerker
You’ll never be mine, oh hot commons worker

By JB
DAS RACIST ACTUALLY JUST 

RACISTS
Rap super-group Das Racist was supposed to perform here at Reed College last week, but 
due to a mix-up in the booking, the white supremacist group Just Racists appeared instead.

“We should have realized our mistake when the program started with The South Will Rise 
Again and Won’t Let Them Color’ds Go” said Mike Brody, of  the mix-up. “We thought they 
were just being ironic.”

During the performance, students exchanged nervous glances when lines such as “the master 
race is comin’ again/gonna get rid of  all the inferior people” and “don’t fear the reaper/
you’re all goin’ to Hell anyway” didn’t rhyme at all.

“I thought it was hilarious,” one student remarked. “I thought they were just being ironic - I 
had no idea that it was actually bad music at the time.”

Mike Brody apologized to students again, reiterating that they would double-check any ironic 
lyrics for all future events.

By BS


