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        Today, as part of  my continued effort to educate my peers about my home state through the tried-
and-true method of  “anthropology from within,” I will be telling you lovely people all about another 
important facet of  my Midwestern upbringing: sexual education!

       “Now, children, listen up,” said Pastor Wiggins, heaving his rotund form upon the 
makeshift stage at a tent revival twenty miles outside town. “Today, I’m’a tell you about 
how the Holy Spirit done brought y’all about in his loving image.

       “As you all know, God put Adam and Eve on this earth six thousand years ago,” 
Wiggins began. “and when Eve ate the apple, he decided to punish her, and make her, 
and all the women-folk to come, shove babies out their hoo-hahs. What you might not 
know,” he said, pausing for dramatic emphasis, “is how God’s children came to be inside 
those hoo-hahs in the first place.

       “First,” he went on, “Jesus picks out a suitable woman. She’s between the ages of  
18 and 45, she’s married, and she follows the one true faith, of  course. Next, he climbs 
down his heavenly ladder and into her chimney, and--”

       “Like Santa?” asked Davie McCoy from the back of  the crowd.

       “Santa’s an abomination, Davie,” said Wiggins, “who uses Jesus’s sacred chimney 
for his own heathen purposes. Please try to stay on topic. Now, when Jesus comes down 
this righteous woman’s chimney, he brings with him a little tiny baby. He’s fashioned that 
baby his own self, out of  clay, and clouds, and some Holy Spirit, and probably a couple 
of  twigs or something. It’s not my place to know, children, of  what, exactly, Jesus’s 
chosen infants are made.

       “Point is, Jesus takes this little bundle of  joy with him down the chosen woman’s 
sacred chimney, and leaves it at the bottom in a wicker basket for her husband to find. 
When her husband finds it the next morning, he takes it into his arms and brings it to his 
wife, and--”

       “Is that when he puts his dick in her--” begins Davie, who, at this point, is almost 
certainly destined for the fiery pits of  Satan’s kingdom.

      “DAVIE, IT IS CLEAR TO ME THAT SATAN HIMSELF HAS SENT YOU 
HERE THIS EVENING,” bellowed Pastor Wiggins. “GET THEE OUT OF MY 
SIGHT, YOU ABOMINATION! YOU’RE NO BETTER THAN SANTA CLAUS, 
TO WHOM YOU PRAY! BE GONE!” And so Davie was gone; that night, he robbed 
a convenience store and got sent away to reform school, which was God’s will, praise 
Jesus.

       Pastor Wiggins straightened his string tie, cleared his throat, and continued. “Don’t 
you all listen to Davie, you hear? That boy is headed the way of  Satan. Listen to me, 
instead, and I’ll tell you the way of  the LORD!” Wiggins paused here for a round of  
applause from the crowd, and his assistant, Pastor Elkins, began making the rounds with 
the Holy Collections Box.

       “No,” Wiggins went on, “what happens next has ABSOLUTELY NOTHING to 
do with penises, children. Nothing at all. Nooooo penises. No, what happens next, my 
young friends, is that the husband and wife pray together on their marriage bed. They 
pray ardently, gettin’ all moist and sweaty and exertin’ themselves  real hard in the name 
of  the Lord, and while they’re prayin’--while their eyes are closed, of  course, as such 
sights aren’t right for mortal eyes--the child Jesus brought for them finds his own way 
into his mother’s womb. Does he crawl up there through her hoo-hah, friends? Perhaps; 
we cannot know, as our eyes are closed.”

       And that, my friends, is how Pastor Wiggins taught my generation of  Missourian 
children where God’s chosen babies come from. Unfortunately, half  of  my middle-
school youth group’s female members received Satan’s (Santa’s?) unholy perversion of  
Jesus’s chimney-gift into their sacred fireplaces within six months of  that revival. May 
God save all of  our souls.

by SS

Low Revenues at Steele Street 7/11 
Cause 7&1 Corporation Bankrupcy

by BCby EC

            Mrs. Terwilliger’s fifth grade class visited the capitol building last week to watch 
democracy in action.  On the specific day they visited, the class observed how an amend-
ment proposing background checks on guns sold in gun shows and over the internet—a 
proposal supported by ninety percent of  the American public as a whole and strong 
majorities within both the Republican party and the National Rifle Association—failed to 
pass because the Senate majority in favor of  the bill only obtained fifty-four votes, six short 
of  bypassing a filibuster to actually vote on the measure.  While the rest of  the day was de-
scribed as “boring” by the students, Mrs. Terwilliger is confident the “triumph of  lobbyists 
and obstructionism over the will of  the people” will stay in her students’ minds forever.

           “There are some things that you can’t just read from a book,” Terwilliger said, call-
ing her school’s texts “inadequate” at conveying how rarely the will of  anyone without vast 
wealth or political power matters.  “So I figured I’d take them to congress to show them.  I 
think it did the trick.”  

          When asked by a Pamphlette representative why she felt disillusioning her students 
was necessary, she just laughed.  “Well, it’s better than raising them to think their votes and 
opinions will matter, isn’t it?  We owe them that much.  They’re our future.”
  
       One way or another, the trip certainly had an effect.  “Wait,” said Bobby Wilkerson 
upon seeing the legislation fail, “everybody wants this to happen, even on the right.  Why 
won’t it get a vote? It’s almost like the people don’t...ohhhhhh.”  Bobby could not be 
reached for further comment, having broken into tears after his realization.

Trip to Capitol Hill  Teaches  
Children Meaning of Democracy

Missourian Sex Ed: 
An Exposé

        Citing sustained losses due to a drastic collapse in revenue at one particular outlet in 
Southeast Portland, the Japanese-based conglomerate 7 & I Holdings Ltd., best known as 
the parent of  the 7/11 chain of  convenience stores, filed for bankruptcy in a Tokyo court 
on Thursday. Market analysts have linked the sharp decline to the Portland Police Bureau’s 
crackdown on the use of  fake IDs by underage drinkers at the Steele St. 7/11

        “It all happened so fast,” said shellshocked CEO Toshifumi Suzuki. “84% of  our 
corporate revenues were being generated solely from the sale of  PBR at the Sev, and they 
evaporated overnight. It may seem ludicrous now, but had been such a stable model for so 
many years that we saw no need to diversify.”          
In related developments, Safeway, Inc. has eclipsed Wal-Mart as America’s most profitable 
retailer.

        Following the disaster that befell 7 & I, corporate boards across the world are taking a 
closer interest in the degree to which market volatility in the Woodstock-Eastmoreland area 
could affect their bottom line. Philip Morris USA has already dispatched a team of  lobbyists 
to Reed College, and it is expected that Big Tobacco cash will play a pivotal role in upcoming 
Student Senate elections as companies seek to avoid a smoking ban on campus.

Mrs. Terwilliger described the look of  sadness and impotent rage 
on Senator Reid’s face as “instructive”

“Get thee behind me, Santa!”  turned out to be a pretty bad idea.
The fall of  an empire.


