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“Wacky” Misunderstanding 
Leads to Senior Sym Turmoil

  
        Though Reed culture is largely defined by everyone’s attempts to express how non-
conformist  and disinterested in popular culture they are, it’s widely agreed that to make 
it into the upper echelons of  subversiveness you have to have at least one tattoo. In the 
interest of  supporting Reedies’ eternal quest to be slightly cooler than all of  their friends, 
we’re here to help you choose your first tattoo (or, like, your eighth. More tattoos are 
always the answer to social success. Trust me.)

   1. Consider your priorities. What, exactly, are you trying to express about yourself ? Who 
are you, anyway? What is your purpose? Does any of  it even matter?

   2. Once you’ve begun to crawl out of  the pit of  existential despair, go on Tumblr and 
start looking at GIFs. If  one speaks to you deeply, consider immortalizing it on your 
flesh. (Statistically, it will most likely be a cat or one of  those sad hunks from Supernatu-
ral.)

   3. If  you’re still uninspired, gather your closest friends and get really drunk (or alter-
nately, drop acid). In your altered state of  mind, attempt to record their tattoos sugges-
tions. None of  these will be the least bit coherent, but your incomprehensible scribbling 
will make for a great “reflection of  your unconscious,” or whatever. 

   4. If  you forgot to write anything down, Buzzfeed has some great lists like “29 Incred-
ibly Badass Shark Tattoos Every Girl Would Want” and “17 Tasteful Tattoo Ideas for 
Vegans.” Alternatively, you could just get a random superlative and number tattooed on 
your chest.

   5. Finally, if  nothing else is working out for you, write a dismal Reed Relieve about it, 
remember that you can’t actually submit it, and get that relieve tattooed across your ass. 
That’s what Reed R. Elieves would have wanted. *sniff*

by ER

by EC

            After only a few weeks of  new semester activity, Reed Relieves has unexpectedly 
gone on indefinite hiatus. Many of  you may be shocked and hurt, and perhaps you don’t 
know where to turn as you are struck by grief. Now where will you send your anonymous 
hate and unpopular opinions? Where will you get swept up into comment flame-wars? How 
will you cope with the lack of  new posts to distract you from class readings? As always, The 
Pamphlette is here to help you through this rough transition.

        We’ve decided to organize a weekly support group meeting for all those struggling 
to cope with this loss. Our first meeting will be this Tuesday night in the secret psych lab 
beneath Winch. Bring your friends! We’ll provide free snacks and encourage heartfelt dis-
cussion in addition to the following mutually supportive activities:

 -  Group Relieves Therapy:  We’ll hand out pencils and paper, and you can anonymously 
write down those final Relieves that you didn’t get a chance to submit. The hosts will collect 
them and read them aloud to the group, pausing after each one to open discussion for a 
comments forum simulation. This activity will simultaneously help you vent some feelings 
and help you gradually wean off  your Relieves addiction!

 -  Respectful Confrontation 101:  This special seminar will help you to become a real 
person who interacts with real people! Some part of  you has always wanted to get angry 
at someone in person instead of  just sending a wimpy anonymous complaint. Learn how 
to stand up for yourself  and tell other people that their opinions are completely wrong. 
facebooYou’ll thank us later when our training helps you lose friends and alienate people!

 -  Advice Column:  Many have used RR to ask or vent about something that they’re 
embarrassed about or uncomfortable discussing. In our anonymous and confidential advice 
booth, you don’t have to be scared to ask about sex, relationships, drugs, academic stress, 
where to poop, how to keep your genitals clean, what to do about the cis white males in 
your conference… you name it, we can help. We are certified in How-to-Not-Be-Such-a-
Huge-Dick training, and we can also totally help you get laid.

 -   Vitriol and Lube:  The night’s grand finale! We want this to be a surprise, but let’s just 
say we want everyone in the group to have a lot of  fun while taking out their pent-up hate 
on each other.

        Remember, we’re here for YOU. Even if  our support group meetings can’t quite fill 
the void in your life that RR has left, we sincerely hope that it can be a beneficial outlet 
for your stress and a source of  productive change in your character. Don’t let the untimely 
death of  RR make you forget how to be a disrespectful asshole!

    Hannah Lester ‘15 found herself  in quite the awkward situation this past Thursday 
during her senior symposium, when it was discovered that, rather than reading Lynn 
Nottage’s play Intimate Apparel, she had read a piece of  internet erotica with the same 
title. 

        “I was hosting last week,” she said, wiping away tears and closing all irrelevant 
tabs on her laptop as a stray freshman walked behind her in the ETC, “and once ev-
eryone was seated, I tried to start the conversation off. I was like, ‘So...um...I definitely 
think this deepened my understanding of  alternative sexuality. Do any of  you guys 
have thoughts on that?’ I got some weird looks, and nobody said anything, so I just...
ugh, I asked more questions...’”

        By her recollection, Lester proceeded to question her classmates on what 
restraints symbolized within the context of  the narrative, how the protagonist grew 
as a character during her exploratory journey through a sex dungeon, and whether 
sexy_lady_46_xxx’s descriptions of  male corsetry could symbolize the author’s dream 
of  gender equality in the bedroom.

        “Finally, [math professor] Sam [Jacobs] stopped me, and was like ‘Hannah, I don’t 
know what piece you think we’re discussing, but this play wasn’t about BDSM. Like, at 
all.’ That was when it started to dawn on me that I maybe hadn’t done my research too 
well. I’d just wanted to get the book for cheaper than the bookstore price, but appar-
ently my googling didn’t work out this time.”

        When asked about his feelings on the matter, Professor Jacobs deemed the whole 
thing was “uncomfortable, but essentially harmless.” 

“I mean, obviously it was a little awkward, “he said, “but to my knowledge, it really 
was an honest mistake, so I certainly don’t hold her responsible. I just...you know...
wish I hadn’t heard the bit about the nipple clamps. That was...eugh.” 

Support Group for the Loss of
Reed Relieves

by LS

Protect Yourself From the 
Spider Uprising

        It’s that time of  year again--stores full of  Halloween decorations, Pumpkin Spice 
Lattes, and the mass infiltration of  the dorms by the spiders and their many-legged as-
sociates. Freshmen have begun reporting the early stages of  the onslaught in shock, but 
seasoned Reedies know the warning signs of  the annual spider uprising. Soon, many of  
the dorms (in particular FSM and the Cross Canyons--sorry, freshlings) will be infested by 
creepy-crawlies as part of  the spiders’ bid for power. Here’s what you can do to fight back 
the spiders and keep your dorm room safe:

  - Keep dishes and laundry clean. The spiders have been known to send pictures of  
unclean dorm rooms to parents as blackmail. Don’t give the spiders the opportunity. Clean 
your room.

  - Line windows and doors with peppermint oil. The odor of  peppermint is a cultural of-
fense to most spiders, at least since the Great Peppermint Explosion of  ‘66. Never forget.

  - Attract frogs and bats to your room to act as soldiers in the anti-spider war. It’s fairly 
simple to construct a bat box and hang it inside your closet, and you can flood portions 
of  your floor to act as frog habitats. This strategy is doubly effective, as the spider navy is 
currently very limited.

  - Secure the borders with very fine netting, sticky strips, or a miniature barbed-wire fence.

  - Remember that it’s not only the spiders who are out to get you: many of  the other com-
mon dorm-room insects, including craneflies and the feared house centipede, are affiliated 
with the spiders. Treat all insects with suspicion until you are certain they have no spider 
ties.

  - Whatever you do, don’t let the spiders get to you. It’s important that they know their at-
tempts to demoralize you won’t be successful. Stay strong in the face of  the invasion. Reed 
depends on you.

by LS

Choosing Your First Tattoo: A 
Helpful Guide by The Pamphlette

This is a house centipede. Try to get a good night’s sleep.

Bet you thought I was making this up.


