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Local workaholic ignores Labor 
Day, faces consequences

       Claiming there’s “evidence throughout the canon”, Classics major Jeanine Smith
is taking Jesus, the popular protagonist of  works such as “The Holy Bible”, and placing 
him in the context of  a sacrificial martyr. 
 
       Jesus, Smith explains, may seem to be just the lovable do-gooder we all know, 
but there are actually many dark undercurrents to his story. “Almost no one notices how 
all of  the signs fit together so eerily well.”, she went on, “for example, everybody knows 
how Jesus finally died at the hands of  his arch-nemesis, Pontius Pilate. But no one talks 
about how he died - on a wooden cross!” Smith has collected over a dozen examples of  
Jesus’ portrayal as a spiritual Christ-image, and while she couldn’t be more thrilled with 
the idea, there are some in the community who think it’s taking things too far. “He’s 
probably my favorite character in the whole series”, said Karen Forrest, a sophomore at 
Grover Cleveland High School and president of  the local Jesus Fanclub. “Every 
Wednesday after school my friends and I get together and look over the books, draw 
pictures, and re-watch some of  the movies too; He was definitely my first big-time crush; 
But I’m not sure if  I’d say he’s Christ-Like...?” Smith knows fully well that trying to 
convince people of  the similarities between a crime-fighting protagonist like Jesus, and 
christ-like figures such as Kafka’s Gregor Samsa, or Sydney Carton in “A Tale of  Two 
Cities”, will be no easy task, but she’s fully convinced the text will give her all the proof  
she needs. “It’s about time we elevated Jesus to that same pedestal so many other 
great literary figures stand on” she said, “if  anyone deserves it, he does.”

      
         As many of  you may have realized, this Monday was a national holiday designated 
for lazing around and being unproductive. (Oh, you were confused when you staggered 
into your 8am calculus class only to find it empty? Whoops!) Businesses were shut 
down, construction projects came to a halt. Absolutely nobody worked on Labor Day, 
because it’s illegal to work on Labor Day.

        Well, nobody except for one guy.

        Yeah, That Guy. 

        Dave Barnwall, Portland’s token workaholic, woke up bright and early, made cof-
fee, and drove through the deserted city streets to arrive at his office. He strode into the 
dark, empty building, flipped on some lights, and sat down at his remarkably organized 
desk. 

        As he turned on his computer and opened a few important documents, his mind 
never strayed from his work. He didn’t wonder what his secretary might have been 
doing that morning, or why the intern had left such a mess in the kitchen over the week-
end. No, Dave is all business, all the time. He’s a responsible adult. So responsible, in 
fact, that he prioritizes his job over celebrating the most important holiday in America.

        Labor Day was created to honor the noble sacrifices of  working-class peasants 
who provide goods and services for the elite and esteemed leaders of  our country. 
It was made illegal to work on this day, punishable by… some form of  punishment. 
Nobody dared to test it for many years, and this year Dave Barnwall was the first. And 
hopefully the last, as his fate was a most undesirable one.

         The moment Dave began typing in his Excel spreadsheet, an inexplicable force 
took hold of  him. His body was seized up with an invisible physical pull, and his mind 
clouded over with thoughts of  patriotism.

        THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM DEMANDETH A SACRIFICE ON THIS DAY 
OF REST. THOU SHALT NOT WORK IN THE NAME OF AMERICA. THOU 
SHALT HAVE FUN FOR ONE DAY SO THAT THOU MAY APPRECIATE 
THE PRIVILEGE OF PROVIDING FOR OUR NATION EVERY OTHER DAY. 
SUBMIT THY WILL TO THE CONTROL OF THE ONE PERCENT. THOU 
SHALT RECOGNIZE THE WORTH OF THY CONTRIBUTION. SEE HOW THE 
COUNTRY FALLETH APART ON THIS ONE DAY OF REST. RETURN TO THY 
REGULAR LABOR ON THE MORROW.

        When Dave came to his senses, his body was being held over a large swimming 
pool in someone’s backyard. The force slowly began to lower him until he was sub-
merged fully, his perfect suit now completely soaked. He was held at the bottom of  the 
pool for an uncomfortable length of  time, and held his breath as he prayed for mercy. 
Finally the force let up, and he reached the surface, gasping for breath.

        THOU HAST BEEN BAPTIZED WITH PATRIOTISM. GO FORTH AND 
SUBMIT TO THE RITUAL PARTYING.

        Dave, fully brainwashed, stumbled over to the barbecue and enjoyed his day of  
freedom.

First day after three-day weekend
goes about how you’d expect

by JG

Welcome to the Pamphlette weekly horoscopes, your one stop destination on all advice pertaining to classes, 
friendships, and romance. So find your sign, and start the week a little more prepared to face the world!

 
Aries (March 21- April 19)
New and exciting opportunities are just beyond the horizon.  Watch out, they are coming. 
They are charging.
 
Taurus (April 20- May 20)
There may soon be a new breakthrough in your career. Break it. Break everything. Don’t 
be afraid.
 
Gemini (May 21- June 20)
This Tuesday, Venus and Saturn will align, and they will awkwardly brush against each 
other in the hallway. They think of  happier times. But it’s in the past now. They are 
strangers again.
 
Cancer (June 21- July 22)
Fight me.
 
Leo (July 23-August 22) 
‘Twas brillig, and the slithy toves/ Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:/ All mimsy were the 
borogoves,/ And the mome raths outgrabe.

by ER

Virgo (August 23- September 22)
Keep a notepad on you at all times. Write down all your ideas and be creative! However, 
at the end of  the week make sure to burn that notepad. You have no idea what you just 
created.
 
Libra (September 23-October 22)
They say that Frankenstein is the name of  the doctor, not the monster. But I know better. I 
am the monster. Save me.
 
Scorpius Malfoy (October 23-November 21)
Maybe the real Slim Shadies are the friends we’ve made along the way.
 
Sagittarius (November 22- December 21)
Dude have you read homestuck? You should read homestuck. It gets really good after, like, 
three acts. Wanna compare Classpect theory?
 
Capricorn (December 22- January 19)
The void is waiting. Go west and seek your fortune.
 
Aquarius (January 20-February 18)
Tuesday’s energizing trine between Mars in your interpersonal seventh house and Uranus 
in your twelveth house and Planet 55 Cancri e in your 47th house and S5 0014+81 in your 
fifth house and… Why are there so many houses? What are they hiding?
 
Pisces (February 19- March 20)
Go do your homework.  
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Unique Thesis Attempts to Paint Jesus
as Christ-Like Figure

        Tuesday morning at 9 AM, Vollum Lecture Hall was much fuller than was typical 
for an Intro Bio lecture, even at the beginning of  the year. A few minutes into the lecture, 
many of  the students started to shift around uncomfortably, and one finally raised their 
hand and tentatively said, “I don’t think this was covered in the Freeman reading.” Some 
other students nodded. The professor paused before asking, “Do you know what day it is 
today?”

        The student who had spoken up stared blankly at the board for a few seconds before 
their eyes widened. “Oh god. It’s Tuesday, isn’t it?” About twenty students mumbled 
among themselves, packed up their papers, and trudged out of  Vollum with coffees in 
hand. One student, who reported later that he was “both mostly asleep and very high” 
during the lecture, apparently went on for several minutes in Hum conference about how 
the mechanics of  genetic mutation can be used to better understand Enkidu’s character 
before finally being stopped by a conference leader suppressing tears of  laughter.

         These befuddled freshman were not the only ones thrown off  by the three-day 
weekend. Students of  all years slept through early classes, showed up at the wrong class-
rooms, and generally fucked up real hard. An official, who preferred to remain unnamed, 
said that “we’re considering going back to the old schedule, where we start classes after 
Labor Day, next year. We’ve been making a lot of  changes in the schedule lately, many of  
which have not worked out because we’re idiots.”*

*Some of  this quote has been paraphrased to preserve factual accuracy.

by FS


